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NEW ALLIANCE UPHOLDS 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY TRADITION 
 

The Margate Library & Historical So-

ciety Alliance, Inc., a 501(c)3 non-

profit organization, was officially 

launched in March, 2013. The new 

Alliance remains committed to the 

preservation of the history and artifacts 

of Margate City, the hallmarks of the 

Margate Historical Society.  A new 

Board of Trustees, with some familiar 

faces, has taken on the responsibility 

for fulfilling the mission of the  Alli-

ance.  

 

The idea for this alliance is not a new 

one. An affiliation between the Histor-

ical Society and the Library had been 

proposed in the 2005 “Report of the 

Citizen’s Long-Term Planning Com-

mittee of Margate City.”  Cooperation 

between the two bodies grew in  2010-

2011 when Library staff became in-

strumental in producing several edi-

tions of The Beacon.   

 

Circumstances arose in 2012 that for-

malized this alliance in order to pre-

serve and continue the work of the 

Historical Society.  The City of Mar-

gate reclaimed the building  that 

housed the Historical Society’s Muse-

um. The City had plans for that land, 

so the museum’s amazing collection of 

Margate  artifacts and documents was 

packed up and moved into a climate 

controlled storage facility.  

 

Between then and now, Library Direc-

tor Jim Cahill along with library staff 

and Historical Society members Frank 

Tiemann and Laraine Cheafsky have 

been working to make this transition 

seamless.  Technology upgrades are 

being implemented. Artifacts in the 

collection are being cataloged using 

PastPerfect Museum Software. The 

software handles collection and mem-

bership information and will provide 

many useful links between items, do-

nors, members and historical infor-

mation. 

 

A website is in development that will 

encourage a closer connection between 

visitors, the museum’s collection and 

our city.  Once operational, the web-

site will provide everyone with a 

chance to stroll down Margate’s 

Memory Lane from wherever they are. 

 

There is more to be done to make this 

transition complete. Rest assured that 

everyone is working to achieve a 

standard that will allow this institution 

to thrive! We appreciate your patience 

and your support. 

A NEW VISION:  MLHSA 
THE MARGATE LIBRARY AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY ALLIANCE 

The AmazonSmile Program will donate 0.5% of your eligible     
Amazon.com purchases to the Margate Library & Historical Society 

Alliance.  It’s easy and there is NO cost to you!    
Help finance our transition into a new museum, a new era! 

Visit the Margate Library website for more information:   

www.margatelibrary.org  
 

NEW MUSEUM 

IN PROGRESS! 
 

 

After much concern over finding a 

new spot for the Historical Socie-

ty’s Museum, a superstorm present-

ed a super site:  Margate’s historic 

City Hall building.  

 

Sandy forced the City offices out of 

the historic building and into the 

Union Avenue School. Initially a 

temporary solution, now it is per-

manent. The City has begun reno-

vating City Hall and has assigned 

space on the ground floor to the 

Museum and the Municipal Court. 

 

The Museum will have a space on 

the Ventnor Avenue side of the 

building formerly occupied by ad-

ministrative offices. Municipal 

Court will regain its position on the 

beach side of the building along 

with space for meeting rooms. The 

Fire Dept. stays where it is, upstairs 

and down. 

 

The renovation of this iconic build-

ing is in progress; the museum 

hopes to reopen in Summer, 2016! 

We will keep you informed! 
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   Email: margatehistory@outlook.com 

PLACE ADDRESS 
LABEL  HERE 

PLACE 
 STAMP 
 HERE 

Margate Commemorative Blankets Are AVAILABLE!    $45 ea.  
Comfy & cozy, 100% cotton and made in the USA, these colorful  throw blankets remind us of Margate’s  

history.  Available for purchase in the Margate Library, or call 609-822-4700 for assistance. 



 

 

It is with great sadness that we record the passing of two peo-

ple whose vision and support were instrumental in establishing 

and expanding the Margate Historical Society. Each is remem-

bered with fondness and gratitude for their interest in and 

knowledge of Margate, as well as their commitment to pre-

serving its past.  

Dorean Patterson died at the age of 93 in Aug, 2015. A former  

officer of the Historical Society along with her husband Pat, 

she helped to assemble collections of artifacts that illustrate the 

life of Margate City and its citizens from its earliest days.  

Dorean’s life was marked by her participation in a variety of 

local organizations. She was active, interested and willing to 

work.  We cannot measure the impact she had on our institu-

tion. Dorean’s family was very kind to direct contributions in 

her memory to the Historical Society, and for this we thank 

them most sincerely.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allen “Boo” Pergament was 83 at the time of his death in Nov, 

2015. Boo was an enthusiastic lover of local history. He was 

renowned as a collector of artifacts that could illustrate the past 

in its colorful glory as well as its day-to-day lifestyles.  Boo 

may have been more famous as an Atlantic City Historian but 

he was a devoted volunteer for the Margate Historical Society 

for many years. Over time, Boo wrote scores of  articles for the 

newsletter. He was always being asked to identify people and 

places in old photos and he relished the challenge.  

We will miss our friends. We are all better off for having 

known them. The Margate community is  better off for their 

having worked to preserve the history of Margate City.  

Photos downloaded from Press of Atlantic City 

Photo (L)  View from Museum entry toward Ventnor Ave.  
Photo (R)  Future meeting / research room  
Photos by Charles Featherer, Margate Library Class of 1939 Graduation Photo 

Coming 
Soon! 

Renovations are taking place 

inside Margate’s City Hall. 

Photos taken in Feb, 2016. 

There is a lot of work to be 

done by builders as well as 

library staff but we are excit-

ed about the prospect of 

opening a new museum in 

the historic building.   

 

The gigantic photo of the Class of 

1939 attracted a lot of attention while 

it was hanging in the Margate Li-

brary. Several former pupils of the 

Granville Avenue School dropped by 

to help identify friends and class-

mates. 

John Huber III was escorted into the 

library by Frank Tiemann. Mr. Huber 

gets credit for identifying more stu-

dents than anyone else.   

Phyllis Elmer and Marge Brown, 

sisters, identified a few students for 

us and strolled down Memory Lane. 

They recalled how students walked or 

got bussed home for lunch every day, 

rain or shine. Some students rode 

bikes if they had them.  The women 

remembered that school friendships 

were often “clubby or clique-y.” 

They thought this was because kids 

were friendliest with other kids from 

their  own neighborhoods.  Kids 

weren’t as mobile as they are today. 

If you didn’t have a bike, it wasn’t 

easy to visit friends in other neigh-

borhoods, plus, in those days, fami-

lies were lucky to have one car, never 

mind two.  “Upper Ender / Lower 

Ender” was how John Huber ex-

plained the situation in The Beacon 

in 2009.  Cedar Grove Avenue was 

the imaginary boundary between Up-

per and Lower Margate and strong 

bonds formed between kids in their 

respective “End.” 

Some kids got to enjoy after school 

activities. Elementary school athlet-

ics, on fields hand-raked by students, 

were loosely organized boys-only 

activities.  Girls had to wait until high 

school for their only organized athlet-

ic opportunity, cheerleading.  

The former students shared recollec-

tions of the many corner grocery 

stores in which kids could buy sweets 

during those walks to and from 

school, if one had the pennies. One of 

the last such premises stood at the 

corner of Winchester and Granville 

Avenues.  Although it was operating 

as a luncheonette in the recent past, it 

was that sort of a Mom ‘n’ Pop gro-

cery store in the 30’s and 40’s. With-

in the last year, that luncheonette was 

demolished and a big, new duplex 

condo now stands in its place. 

When it came to schoolteachers, the 

ladies agreed that many Margate 

teachers were outstanding and all 

tended to be strict.  One math teacher 

was remembered as a first rate in-

structor but fierce disciplinarian who, 

for decades, used a dunce stool at the 

front of her classroom to punish stu-

dents. Graduates of the Margate 

school moved on to local high 

schools and some went to college.  

College goers were a little less likely 

to return to Margate after graduation. 

They  either found jobs or  learned to 

feel at home in various and sundry 

places beyond these shores.  Almost 

all of the boys in the Class of ‘39 

went into military service during 

WWII while many young women 

took jobs in defense-related indus-

tries or volunteered in service-related 

organizations.  

Everyone who sees the class photo 

remarks on the lavish spread of floral 

arrangements. Phyllis and Marge 

mentioned that it was a longstanding 

local tradition for a student’s family 

to present their graduate with a bas-

ket of flowers. 

We hope to identify as many students 

in the photo as possible. If you can be 

of assistance, or if you just want to 

view a heartwarming piece of local 

history, plan to stop in for a visit 

when the Museum reopens! 

Phyllis Elmer and Marge Brown, sisters and former 
Margate students. 
Photo by Gwen Meade, Margate Library 

Remembering Our Friends…   

Dorean Patterson and Boo Pergament 

John Huber III with Library Director Jim Cahill and  MLHSA President 
Frank Tiemann  
Photo by Charles Featherer, Margate Library 
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