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On the Sunday of Memorial Day 

Weekend, the sun shone, the crowd 

gathered and the Grand Reopening of 

Margate’s Historic City Hall began. 

Master of Ceremonies, Dr. Dominic 

Potena lead the Pledge of Allegiance 

and then invited Mayor Becker and 

Commissioners Amodeo and Blum-

berg to address the spectators.  

 

Mayor Becker, as well as the Commis-

sioners, noted the prodigious efforts of  

many city employees and outside spe-

cialists to first, evacuate City Hall after 

Superstorm Sandy, and second, move 

the renovation project from inception 

to conclusion. A multitude of issues 

worked separately and together to 

cause  delays  and difficulties, but de-

termination to preserve the historic 

building  won out. 

 

During the ceremony, Frank Tiemann, 

President and a founding member of 

the Historical Society, was honored by 

the Mayor “as a true Son of Margate” 

for his long-term efforts to preserve 

the history of our city.  Tiemann was 

very pleased to be recognized and he 

immediately shared the honor with his 

co-founders, Bob Patterson, Jules 

Woods and Boo Pergament, as well as 

the officers and members of the His-

torical Society. The presentation was a 

surprise to Tiemann who later said, 

“So that’s why they wanted me to 

wear a tie!” 

 

Ribbon cutting concluded the ceremo-

ny and guests were welcomed to tour 

the upgraded facilities.  Visitors exam-

ined the state of the art Courtroom and 

the museum. People were very pleased 

with the aesthetics of the renovation. A 

musical duo performed classical pieces 

in the lobby and light refreshments 

were served on a very warm May af-

ternoon. The day was a great success! 

GRAND REOPENING OF  

   HISTORIC CITY HALL 

The AmazonSmile Program will donate 0.5% of your eligible Amazon.com pur-
chases to the Margate Library & Historical Society Alliance.  It’s easy and there is 

NO cost to you!   To register, or for more information, visit: 

 https://smile.amazon.com 

THE  MUSEUM 

      IS 
 

 

The Board of Trustees and the Of-

ficers of the Margate Library and 

Historical Society Alliance are de-

lighted to announce that the new 

museum is open! 

 

The museum sits in a lovely first 

floor space in Historic City Hall. 

Summer hours are Thurs/Fri/Sat 

from 10am—2pm. Parking is avail-

able in the City Hall parking lot.  

 

The “museum experience” begins in 

the lobby where a flat screen tv runs 

a presentation that spans a variety of 

Margate-related topics. It continues 

in the museum with exhibits of arti-

facts and photos interpreting the 

development of Margate in the early 

days as well as the contributions of 

founding families. A wall filled 

with binders provides access to pho-

tos and newspaper clippings span-

ning a wide range of topics.  Only a 

portion of artifacts from our collec-

tions are displayed; exhibits will be 

rotated over time to highlight the 

many interesting aspects of Mar-

gate.  

 

During a recent interview, Frank 

Tiemann was asked, “What is your 

favorite  part of the museum?”  His 

reply, “All of it! I love Margate!” 
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 Program Notes... 

Margate:  The Early Days 

Margate City Solicitor, Scott Abbott will take you 

on a journey to early Margate. His knowledge of 

our history is vast and entertaining.  

Wednesday, Sept. 13,  7pm  in Historic City Hall 

Admission Is Free and Open To The Public 

Membership Notes...    Email Updates 

Please add an email address to your membership pro-

file if your  email address is new or has recently 

changed.  We  do not share your information with any 

other organization. Simply send an email to  us at    

margatehistory@outlook.org and we will capture your  

return address.  Thank you! 

Photos by Greg Alber 

You’d recognize it anywhere! 

Margate’s Historic City Hall!   

Our museum is on the ground floor 

of the original building.  

Museum Hours: Thurs / Fri / Sat 

10am—2pm.   

Contact the Margate Historical Society Museum by phone, 609-823-6546, or email, margatehistory@outlook.com. 



 

 

Photo by Gwen Meade, Margate Library 

New Alliance Upholds Traditions, 

Secures the Future of the          

Margate Historical Society.  
 

 These photos remind us that all good 

renovations must come to an end and this 

end was glorious! The Margate Library and 

Historical Society Alliance will propel the 

museum, the artifacts and the history of 

Margate safely into the future. The museum 

will continue to expand its collection and 

services. It will live up to its commitment 

to preserve and display the history of Mar-

gate City. 

Join today! Call 609-823-6546 for details. 

Curiosity may have killed the cat, but 

when it comes to museum work, curi-

osity can uncover some amazing hu-

man interest stories. 

When examining the newly donated 

and beautifully handcrafted drum, I 

noticed a signature along the rim, 

Abd’el Kader, a rather exotic name 

for these parts in those days. Some-

thing made me examine the amazing 

transom window, decorated with gold 

leaf, that had been rescued at the start 

of a firehouse renovation many years 

ago. There again was the signature, 

Abd’el Kader.  

With only a simple Google search, I 

learned that Abd’el Kader, (1852-

1940) is a “listed artist,” one whose 

works have been sold at auction. He 

is primarily known for his “wildlife 

in landscape” paintings which still 

sell for hundreds to thousands of dol-

lars.  How and why would a land-

scape painter find himself decorating 

fire department artifacts in Margate, 

NJ? It was time for a more extensive 

internet search of historic newspa-

pers.  And, piece by piece, a story 

emerged... 

Abd’el Kader was: 

 Born in Germany, allegedly the 
son of the last Pasha of Algeria. 

 Brought to the USA by Oscar 
Hammerstein who heard him 
singing operatic baritone in Ger-
many. 

 Billed on the vaudeville circuit 
as: “The Mystic Abdel Kader and 
His 3 Wives 3”. Those “3 Wives” 
caused quite a stir according to 
the newspapers and got them 
banned from the better hotels. 
Any publicity is good publicity 
and people were curious. His act 
consisted of  “fast painting tech-
niques” and “paper tearing” per-
formed by the 3 Wives, who were 
actually his wife, daughter and 

mother-in-law. 

 Living, in his post-vaudeville 
years, in a cottage in Margate. He 
continued life as a notable painter 
of landscapes and portraits. He 
lived here for 10 years, until his 
cottage burned down.  

 Moved into a Margate apart-
ment for a very short time until it 
caught fire and he lost everything.  
He tried another apartment in 
Atlantic City which also caught 
fire. 

 Destitute by 1929 and homeless, 
the authorities in Atlantic City 
allowed him to take up residence 
in a tiny room in a hangar at Ba-
der Field. He lived and taught 
painting in the hangar until his 
death in 1940. 

One might conclude that, after so 

many dealings with Margate fire-

fighters, Kader  felt inclined to offer 

his services. Or perhaps it was the 

case that after so many dealings with 

Kader, Margate firefighters knew the 

quality of his work and engaged him 

for these projects.  Regardless of how 

the items came to be decorated by a 

famous painter and ex-vaudevillian, 

they are wonderful artifacts of a by-

gone era.                           Gwen Meade 

Margate Firemen, strike up the band!  

The Fire Dept. has been the source of 

tremendous civic pride here in Margate. 

From Margate’s earliest days, firefight-

ers have been central to establishing the 

city’s identity as a community. Here we 

have a photo of the 1918 Fireman’s 

Band preparing to parade.  When the 

Fireman’s Band eventually passed out 

of existence, some instruments were 

stored in City Hall’s unfinished attic.  

Thomas G. Shields, son of the late Tom 

and Candy Shields, donated the drum to 

the museum this Spring, just days be-

fore the Museum opened. Tom Shields 

supplied background information:  “In 

1976, City Hall was undergoing renova-

tions. The attic was being cleared out 

and everything was going into a dump-

ster. My father, Firefighter Thomas E. 

Shields, found some items in the dump-

ster and pulled them out. He had the 

wooden part of the drum refinished and 

added a piece of Plexiglas to protect the 

skin. It stayed in my parents’ den as a 

cocktail table until April, 2017.” 

We extend many thanks to the Shields 

family  for donating this fabulous arti-

fact to the museum.  The bass drum is 

in wonderful condition and for that, 

and the donation, we are all very grate-

ful.   

Drumroll, Please! 

Who Was Abd’el Kader? 

Remembering Our Friend…   

Jack Strotbeck 

Can You Donate a Little Piece of 

Margate or South Atlantic City?   

Artifacts, Photos, Paperwork, Etc.  

Donations of old Margate-related 
items are always welcome!  

Contact the Museum to make inquir-
ies or arrangements: 609-823-6546.  

Help To Preserve Margate History! 

Photo by Greg Alber, Seashorephoto.com 

Since 1923, the Anglers’ Club pier has been part of the Absecon 

Island landscape. On a good day, it is visible from Atlantic City to 

Longport and beachgoers have grown accustomed to its imposing 

framework. 

The pier project was originally spearheaded by an enthusiastic young 

sportsman and sportswriter, H. Willard Shaner, who at age 20 could 

foresee the advantages of  an ocean-fishing anglers’ club. 

In 1923, the  original pier was built to a length of 300’. Many sea-

sons of successful fishing ensued. That’s not a fisherman’s exagger-

ation, there are photos to prove it!  

Unfortunate incidents, including storms and fire, damaged the pier 

over the decades but, after every disaster, the pier was resurrected. 

Its length has varied with the rebuildings. The Anglers’ Club is a 

private club; repair costs have been borne by the membership.  

In 2017, its future is unclear. The famed Dunes Project on Absecon 

Island will extend the Margate beach so that the end of the pier will 

stand over very shallow water during low tide. When asked about 

the future of the pier and club, a member has explained, “We won’t 

know until all this is over. We’re waiting to hear from the agencies, 

waiting to see if dunes will shut us down, but we sure hope not!” 

Let’s be optimistic!  At 150+ members strong, the club welcomes 

new members. Anyone interested in joining can arrange a visit. Call: 

(609) 823-9846. Tell them the Margate Historical Society sent you! 

 

 

 

Lifeguard, swimmer, surfer, 

rower, restauranteur, wrestler, 

coach, AA sponsor and avid 

reader,  Jack Strotbeck kept 

himself deeply involved in 

Downbeach life. He joined 

the Historical Society in its 

earliest days because of his 

affection for the City of Mar-

gate. We will miss seeing him 

on the beach, at meetings and 

around our town.  

The Anglers’ Club of Absecon Island, Then and Now... 

Photo by Frank Tiemann 
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