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The Margate Historical Society Museum  
Museum Hours:  Thurs / Fri / Sat,  10am—2pm   And By Appointment 

 

 

1 South Washington Avenue,  Margate, NJ  08402 
Phone:  609-823-6546      Email:  margatehistory@outlook.com 
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PLACE ADDRESS 
LABEL  HERE 

PLACE 
 STAMP 
 HERE 

 

 Program Notes... 

“The Italian Migration to South Jersey” 

Wed,  August 15,   7pm,   Historic City Hall 

Presented by Michael DiPilla 
Author and  6ABC’s Commentator for the  

Philadelphia Columbus Day Parade. 
 

Admission Is Free    Open To The Public 
 

Email saves  time and $$$.       Please add an email 
address to your membership profile .  We  do not 
share your information with any other organiza-
tion.  Simply send an email to us at: 
margatehistory@outlook.com  and we will cap-
ture your  return address.  Thank you! 
 

Have a wonderful Summer! 

Margate Historical Society Museum -  Phone:  609-823-6546,   Email:  margatehistory@outlook.com. 

Hydrangeas are the iconic flowering shrubs of this area. They 

appear in gardens from one end of Absecon Island to the other 

waving their huge flowers to all passersby.   
 

The Museum is delighted to have received an original 

“Hydrangea Trail” sign to remind  us of Hydrangea Festival 

days. In excellent condition, it was donated by Deena Whitfield 

of Margate who remembered that her father may have  stored it 

years ago in a closet. 
 

People often mention the old “Hydrangea Trail” signs. Do you 

remember seeing them nailed up to telephone poles throughout 

the Downbeach area? They directed spectators toward the fin-

est displays of hydrangea blooms that local gardeners had to 

offer. Perhaps you or some of your neighbors won awards in 

the annual Hydrangea Festival competition!  What we may not 

remember is how it all began... 
 

 In 1940, the “Venture Club,” a group of young businesswom-

en the area, gave 1500 free hydrangea plants to homeowners 

and businesses. The club gave away thousands more plants in 

the following years. Their goal was to beautify  towns and  

promote gardening as a hobby. 1941 marked the beginning of 

the Festival. In its early days, the Hydrangea Ball was held at 

the Ambassador Hotel. 

 

With Margate’s Misses Margaret  and Catherine Lennig mak-

ing significant efforts toward its success,  in 1946 the club was 

renamed “The Greater Atlantic City Hydrangea Club.” The 

Club soon added a beauty pageant to the event and created an 

annual soirée.  The Hydrangea Ball saw young women repre-

senting local Garden Clubs compete for the title of Hydrangea 

Festival Queen. 
 

Year after year, the competition was robust and gardeners 

could be very secretive about how they pruned and cared for 

their plants. Everyone wanted hints on how blue flowers stayed 

so blue, or pinks so pink. Some secrets were never ever shared, 

not even with family members.  
 

Unfortunately for the Downbeach communities, by the mid-

1970’s tastes changed, interest waned and the Greater Atlantic 

City Hydrangea Festival and Trail disappeared. Gardeners nev-

er lost interest in the plants and we still see beautiful displays 

in the area. Today’s hydrangea breeders continue to make im-

provements to the sizes, shapes and beautiful colors of these 

plants. 
 

Hydrangeas thrive in the sandy soil of the shore. Whether you 

plant a Hydrangea arborescens or a Hydrangea paniculata, as 

long as you love magnificent blooms, you won’t be disappoint-

ed.                                                                                                 Story & Photo by Gwen Meade 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYDRANGEAS REMAIN BUT THE FESTIVAL IS LONG GONE 

The father of the owner of this Margate hydrangea had won an 

Honorable Mention for hydrangeas at his Atlantic City home! 
HOLIDAY  SHOPPING  STARTS  NOW!  

Margate Blankets,  $45.   Comfy, Cozy & Filled with History! 
Available in the Museum or Library.   100% Cotton,   

Washable ,  Made in the USA.   Pay with cash or check.  



 

 

Memorial Day Weekend marked the 1st 

Anniversary of the Margate Historical 

Society’s new museum. We can look 

back over the last 12 months and count 

our blessings.  

  

From Memorial Day to New Year’s Eve, 

2017, nearly 1,000 visitors enjoyed the 

museum’s artifacts and programs! We 

were pleased to welcome each one of 

them and expect to hit higher numbers in 

2018. The museum was open all winter, 

but frigid temperatures and miserable 

weather combined to slow our visitor 

traffic. Since the weather warmed up in 

the unusually late Spring, visits from 

local folks and out-of-towners have in-

creased. Many people have stories to 

share about their memories of Margate. 

 

We certainly appreciate our wonderful 

location in the Historic City Hall Build-

ing; we will always be grateful for this 

space. Many visitors have been delighted 

to mention the appropriateness of the 

location as well as the high standard of 

the building’s refurbishment. Credit goes 

to the Mayor and Commissioners and the 

members of their teams.  We add our 

thanks as well. 

 

The Margate Library and Historical Soci-

ety Alliance provides support to allow us 

to thrive. We continue to find new ways 

to fulfill our mission to preserve, docu-

ment and present the records and artifacts 

of the City of Margate City.  We always 

welcome new members so, if you’re not 

already a member, dear Reader, consider 

joining today! Even if you can’t join, you 

can visit us at the Museum!                                    

 

From its beginning, the Historical Society has relied on the pub-

lic to donate bits and pieces of Margate-related memorabilia to 

our collections. Fortunately, our members and the public-at-

large have always been, and continue to be, considerate and 

generous. 

 

The museum staff takes thoughtful care of artifacts; the goal is 

to  extend their life spans as long as possible. We may: evaluate, 

clean, repair, preserve, scan, photograph or photocopy items. 

When specialist services are called for, we undertake to match 

the item to just the right preservationist. We have enjoyed some 

great successes with preservation and the South Atlantic Fire Co 

banner is chief among them! Restoration at the hands of an ex-

pert has preserved this beautiful piece of folk art for many years 

to come. 

 

Some items, sadly, might be too far gone for rescue, but we try 

to capture in photographs what can no longer be sustained.  

 

The past few months have been quiet as far as museum visitors 

are concerned, but we have been delighted to receive several 

interesting artifacts into our collection.  

 

Most recently, Ross Gardner dropped off a Margate 1965 Little 

League State Champions baseball jacket and cap. His brother, 

Paul Gardner, was a member of the team that brought great ex-

citement and honor to Margate. The cap has two small pins at-

tached to the crown, one reads “Little League Baseball Region-

al” and the other, “Little League Baseball State.” They are tiny 

trophies of games won as our team fought its way to the Cham-

pionship! 

 

Story & Photos by Gwen Meade 

 

 

If you have something that would suit our collection, please 

contact the museum. If, perhaps, you have something that you 

wish to keep but would permit us to photograph for posterity, 

please contact us in regard to that sort of item as well. We can 

come to an arrangement for getting the photo and information 

into our database. 

 

Items don’t have to shout ‘Margate’ to belong in the museum. 

You might have an old family photo that was taken in or near a 

Margate landmark, Boehmler’s or Strotbeck’s restaurants, the 

Arnold Palmer Golf Course or the old Margate boardwalk, for 

example. You might have a photo of your family on the trolley 

that ran down Atlantic Avenue or something similar.  That pho-

to would help us to preserve the history of businesses and fami-

lies in the town! A school-days scrapbook, a report card from a 

school now demolished, a scorecard from a local golf course, all 

of these items have a place in our collection.  

 

WHEN YOU THINK OF MARGATE,  THINK OF THE MUSEUM! 
 

DONATIONS OF ARTIFACTS ENHANCE OUR COLLECTION 

Local History begins at HOME ! 
 

  First,  someone was INTERESTED in a particular theme.  
  Next, someone COLLECTED items related to the theme. 
  Then, someone SHARED the items by displaying the collection to friends or family. 
 

  That SOMEONE could be YOU! 

THE MUSEUM IS  1 YEAR OLD! (Again) 

ANY QUESTIONS??? 

From time to time, people approach museum staff  to ask ques-

tions about something in Margate’s past that is of particular inter-

est to them.  The topics have ranged from postcards to trains, from 

storms to boat races in the bay. We will use our resources (or find 

new ones) to answer your questions. Feel free to contact the muse-

um by any convenient means and submit your question for our 

assistance.  We can’t always promise success, but we do promise 

to do our creative best. 

MARGATE BEACON  MICROFILM 

The museum houses the complete microfilm collection of 

the original Margate Beacon, a weekly newspaper pub-

lished/printed at 9402 Winchester Avenue from 1932 until 

Thanksgiving, 1964.  Touting itself as “A Progressive 

Newspaper for a Progressive Area”, the Stickel family had 

the Beacon printed on green paper, honoring Margate’s offi-

cial color. Over time, green newspapers would  fade to pink, 

then to beige, but while it lasted, readers could spot a Bea-

con from a distance.  

Our microfilm reader allows a user to view and print articles 

or scan to USB (bring your own drive). You can learn about 

WWII rationing, local social and civic news, theater listings, 

technology (Washing machines! Vacuum cleaners!), food 

prices, etc. 

Newspaper content has never been indexed; there is no 

guide to finding keywords, names or stories efficiently.  It is 

hit-or-miss searching that is made easier if a user comes 

armed with as much accurate information as possible. It 

helps to have a date, names, places or clues that might help 

focus a search.  

On the other hand, the search can be half the fun! During the 

blackout days of WWII, driving with bright lights could cost 

you a $1 fine but, worse than that, your name would be 

printed on the front page of the newspaper. Margate’s Auxil-

iary Policemen (only ‘men’ in those days) kept a sharp look-

out for German submarines or dinghies/landing craft. Did 

you know that Margate residents once had frightful and per-

sistent problems with packs of roaming dogs? Children and 

adults were often bitten by dogs allowed by their owners, 

despite laws against it,  to roam the streets (for fresh air, 

exercise and a chance to be with their ‘little doggie friends’).   

You  might also read President Roosevelt’s Messages or 

Walter Winchell’s insights on national and international 

news.  You might be urged to “Be Patriotic! Buy War 

Bonds” or “Boost Margate to Your Friends.”  

It’s fascinating and it’s all in the Margate Beacon! 

Type Case from the 
Margate Beacon. 
Capital letters were 
stored in a separate 
case, placed above 
the case holding the 
other letters (ergo, 
capital letters are 
called "uppercase"  
and the minuscules 
are "lower case").  

 

Recent Acquisition:  A 1940 menu in excellent condition from 

Bestman’s Restaurant with a ‘Daily Specials’ insert. Diners 

could choose a 5 course Prime Rib Dinner for $1.50 or Whole 

(fresh) Lobster Thermidor (with trimmings) for $2.00. If you 

were budget-minded, the Fried Seafood Platter was 90¢ and 

included fries and coleslaw.  Times have changed! Prices, too! 


