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The Margate Historical Society Museum  
 Museum Hours Thurs/Fri/Sat, 10am—2pm.  Masks Required, Limit of 4 Visitors  

1 South Washington Avenue,  Margate, NJ  08402 
Phone:  609-823-6546      Email:  margatehistory@outlook.com 

      Margate Library & Historical Society Alliance 

   PO  Box 3001 

  Margate, NJ   08402 
    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                Phone:  609-823-6546 

  Email:  margatehistory@outlook.com 

PLACE ADDRESS 
LABEL  HERE 

PLACE 
 STAMP 
 HERE 

 

 

Please share your email address! 
It makes sending news and updates to 
you so much quicker. We do not share 
your personal information.  
Simply send an email to: 

margatehistory@outlook.com   
and we will capture your return address.   

 

Thank you! 
 

 
For online info about the 

Margate Historical Society,  please visit:  
 

www.margatelibrary.org,  
 

Click on the  “Historical Society” tab. 
 
 

Donations Are Always Welcome! 
 

If you have a Margate-related 
item, we would be delighted 
to accept it into our collec-

tion.  Please call the Museum 
to make arrangements! 

 

609-823-6546 

Margate Historical Society Museum -  Phone:  609-823-6546,   Email:  margatehistory@outlook.com. 

Former Speaker of the House, Tip O’Neill, made famous the 
phrase “All Politics Is Local” and Margate has had much ex-
perience with local politics.  Evidence indicates a vigorous 
political life sprouted  in the early days of South Atlantic City.  

 
 

 

 

 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  ·  Sun, Jan 1, 1893  
 

The cigar/ballot box incident was exposed during an investiga-
tion into a contested NJ Senate election in Atlantic County in 
which control of the NJ Senate was at stake.  William Riddle 
(D) v Samuel D. Hoffman (R), battled in the courts from elec-
tion night in 1892 through 1893 but Senator Hoffman was not 
unseated by the Courts or the Governor.  There were a total of 
22 votes cast in South Atlantic City.  There are conflicting re-
ports about the number of ballots involved in the dispute, rang-
ing from 2 to 3. As we are all aware, EVERY VOTE COUNTS! 

The cigar box in question is on display in the Museum. A slot 
is cut into the middle of the lid through which the ballots were 
deposited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the 19th and early 20th centuries, voters would not mark a 
blank ballot. They would choose a pre-printed Republican or 

Democratic ticket, hence phrases like “vote the Democratic 
ticket,” and these would be dropped into the box. A ballot 

could be the size of a movie or bus ticket or it could be a slip 

of paper as in the photo (below, left).  This explains the small 
slot in our cigar box. 

For a regulation ballot box, a ballot slip would be rolled up by 
the voter into a small tight cylinder and placed in the barrel on 

the top of the box (top right). When the crank on the right was 
turned by the voter, the barrel would roll 

closed, the ballot fell into the box, the bell 
would ring and the counter would turn 
(bottom right), ensuring that the vote had 

been correctly and legally cast. 

 

 

 

James V. Lafferty, the marketing genius behind the building 

of the Elephant, held many successful property auctions in the 
1880s that helped whip up buyers’ interest in building a per-

manent or vacation cottages in South Atlantic City. Within a 
few years, the city was growing by leaps and bounds, its fu-

ture was assured!  

 

 

 

 

 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  ·  Mon, Mar 11, 1895 

ALWAYS  A GREAT  GIFT !    
Margate Blankets,  $45.   Comfy, Cozy & Filled with History! 

Available in the Museum or Library.   100% Cotton,   

Washable ,  Made in the USA.   Pay with cash or check.             
Please call the museum if you need mail order; additional fees  apply. 

MARGATE VOTES! 



 

 

The Margate Library and Historical Society Alliance has dig-
itized our microfilm of the Margate Beacon catalog, allowing 
faster, more complete searches of that newspaper. The digital 
files have been loaded onto a computer in the museum. Files 
are searchable by keyword which allows people to find infor-
mation of particular interest to them. For instance, a search 
for “lifeguards” will highlight every mention of that word; 
you can narrow your search to specific years. Search for a 
family name and every mention of the name will be high-
lighted.  

 

The Margate Beacon was Margate’s weekly local newspaper, 
published on one broad sheet (folded) of pink paper. In 1932, 
a subscription was priced at $1 per year, by 1964 the price 
was “$2, in advance.”  
 

Many years ago, the Margate Historical Society was gifted 
several rolls of microfilm containing the catalog of Beacon 
issues by Anthony Ventura. Although searching though unin-
dexed microfilm was a slow process, researchers were able to 
look page-by-page into Margate’s history. Now, searching is 
faster and much more effective. A dive into our local history 
is enlightening and enriching. Visit the Museum! Treat your-
self to a peek at the past!  

Museum Spotlight:                                                            Published 1932 — 1964 

BEACON NEWS FROM 1932 …  

in the throes of the Great Depression  

Here’s Frank Boyle in July of 1943, a smiling GI, tall and confident in his Class B 
field uniform. He, his buddies and General George S. Patton were fighting their way 
across Sicily. As a memento of his personal war effort, he went to a photographer’s 
studio to send a photo home to his family at 102 N. Lancaster Avenue, Margate. 

In Sicily, the Americans would defeat German and Italian military divisions while 
beating Britain’s Field Marshal Montgomery in a race to liberate Messina.  

Growing up in Margate, Frank loved the water that surrounded him. He sailed, 
raced, built and repaired boats in the years prior to joining the Army. He was a 
member of the Bones fraternity of  Atlantic City High School. He had two sisters 
and a brother, Ted, who had just become a reporter with the Associated Press. 

The fight for Italy continued after Messina. The Allies were on the move. On Fri-
day, November 12, 1943, Mrs. Helen Boyle received a dreaded telegram sent on 
behalf of the US Secretary of War. Her beloved son, Francis P. Boyle, had been 
killed in action on October 4, 1943. He is buried in the Sicily-Rome American 
Cemetery in Nettuno, Italy, but Frank lives on in the hearts of the Boyle family. 

Recent Donations to the Margate Historical Society Museum 

In August of 1964, the Democratic National Convention was held 
in Atlantic City. It was “LBJ FOR THE USA!” Everyone on Ab-

secon Island felt involved! Delegates filled Boardwalk Hall as 
well as hotel rooms, rental homes, restaurants and beaches.  

Perle Mesta, Washington’s most famous hostess, rented a big 

house at Cornwall and Atlantic Avenues in Ventnor and threw 
soirees every afternoon and evening. She chartered busses to ferry 

guests  on “Perle’s Party Line” from the convention to Ventnor. 
Many connections and deals were made at that location, or so we 

were lead to believe.  

In Margate, Luci Baines Johnson (and her security detail) visited 
our beaches and frolicked in the surf for the benefit of the kids and 

cameramen who trailed her around. She was treated to a clambake 
featuring loads of local seafood. It was an exciting afternoon and  
Police Officer Frank Tiemann, future President of the Margate 

Historical Society, was On Duty. 

Also exciting were the opportunities to see Convention activities 
up close and personal. Many area high school students were 

pressed into service as volunteers and, thanks to former volunteer 
Julie Zellat, our collection has recently acquired this Convention 

memorabilia. Julie distributed these items to enthusiastic conven-
tion-goers. 

Goodbye to Members & Friends… 

Sigmund “Sig” Rimm   May 20, 2020 

Mary Anne Creaghe     April 14th, 2020  

Phyllis Shaner Elmer    March 27, 2020  

Gladys R. Korba           October 23, 2019  

Joseph P. Tozzi             October 22, 2019  

Joan Sless                     July 17, 2019 


